Noise or fugue: seeking the logic of child health indicators.
Despite improvements in many child health indicators, several important ones, including the racial disparity in infant mortality, have not improved in recent years. A focus on dramatic but rare risk factors has distracted attention away from the primary determinants of these indicators. An analytic model to assess these indicators identifies three interacting determinates: (a) social well-being, (b) our technical capacity to reduce the risk that low social status conveys, and (c) our performance in providing access to this technical capacity. These three determinants can move independently and can, therefore, mask important trends in social status and the impact of programs and policies.